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Bendigo Woodturners Activities Program 

 
Woodturners General Meeting: 4th Monday Monthly    7.00pm for 7.30pm start 
 

Woodturners Executive:  1st Monday Monthly     7.30pm 
 

Pyrography Group:   Every Tuesday     1pm to 5pm 

       

Scroll Saw Group:   2nd & 4th Tuesday Monthly   7.00pm 
 

Tuesday Group:    Every Tuesday     9.00am to Midday 
 

Triton Group:     2nd & 4th Wednesday Monthly   7.30pm 
 

Woodturning:     2nd & 4th Tuesday Monthly (or as required) 7.00pm (Ring Danny) 
 

Carvers Group:    1st & 3rd Tuesday Monthly    7.00pm 

52-56 Midland highway Epsom 3551 
 

PH: 5448 5138     Fax: 5448 5139 
 

Web Site: www.toolsunlimited.com.au 



BENDIGO WOODTURNERS DIRECTORY  
 

President:    Jeff Willey      Ph: 5447 1449 

Immediate Past President: Ron Barrow      Ph: 5443 9439 

Vice President:   David Barber      Ph:  5447 2338 

Secretary:    Frank Gargiulo     Ph:  5448 4824 

Treasurer:    Tammy Miatke     Ph:  5449 3912 

 Assistant   Robyn Hill       

Committee:    Helen Stephenson, Ian Buntin, John Atkinson 

     Byron Miatke, Bob Mason 

Librarian:     John McPherson     Ph:  5443 0851 

 Assistant   Ron Groves 

Grounds Committee:  Pat Curtis, Eric Mein 

Public Officer:    Bruce Guilmartin     Ph:  5447 7406 

Auditor:     Rod Lester 

Safety Officer:   Lionel Watts      Ph:  5446 8555 

Shop Operator:   Lindsay Stephenson     Ph:  5446 3317 

 Assistant:   Alistair Shanks 

Equipment Officer:    Bob Trigg      Ph:  5447 8048 

 Assistants:   Lindasay Spilsbury, Wayne Morris, 

      Malcolm Hill, Lionel Watts 

Triton Group:    Jeff Willey      Ph:  5447 1449 

Pyrography Group:  Allan Edwards     Ph:  5484 8200 

Scroll Saw Group:   Wayne Morris     Ph:  5446 1275 

Carvers Group:   Ian McLaughlin     Ph:  5449 6002 
 

Postal Address:   Box 1259 Bendigo Central Vic. 3552 

Web site: www.bendigowoodturners.com.au 

 

Editor:  Mandy Answerth:  graemandy@harboursat.com.au 

Assistant Editor: David Barber 
All newsletter items need to be with the editor no later than the 2nd Sunday of the month 

General Meeting 26th July 2010 

7pm for 7.30pm start, at the clubrooms 

Duty Roster 
Would the people so nominated please be at the rooms to set up by 7pm at the latest. If you are unable to attend 

your must arrange a substitute. 

 

A list of duties for the evening is on the wall in the kitchen 

 

 
Main Room Raffle Kitchen 

Robert Parmenter Jim Priest Russell Phillips 

Desmond Pearce John Giles Tony Price 

Show and Tell 
 

This section of the meeting is open to all members to enable them to exhibit any interesting items that they have 

made, brought, found or otherwise acquired. 

 

Monthly Competition  
 

This month the nominated categories are: Scroll Saw and Open (which covers items such as toys, lidded boxes 

etc) section.  One entry only in each section per month and once an item has been entered it cannot be entered 

again at a later time.  Entrants will be invited to discuss their entry in detail allowing members to gain from your 

experiences. Donôt be shy, we would love to see and hear about where you found the wood what wood it is 

and how you made and finished the item. 



Presidents Report: 

Show and Tell 

Hello fellow woodgrubs.   Well it is that time of year people tend to hibernate in 

Bendigo.  This is not the case for a number of hardy souls in the Club.  The Club was 

represented at the Australian Sheep & Wool Show again.  From all reports those who 

attended had an enjoyable time.  The Club will also be represented at the St. Marys 

Church Art Show on the weekend of the 23-25 July at Kangaroo Flat.  The Club re-

ceives a number of requests to attend various events throughout the year for us to 

demonstrate our skills and display/sell our items.  While we, as a Club, try and attend as many as we can 

sometimes this is not practical due to conflicting dates. 

 

The first woodturning Sunday afternoon was conducted on the 11th July.  While the turn up was less than I 

expected, I understand that some members had other commitments.  Those who did attend outlined what 

they wished to get out of these sessions.  We then watched the first half of a Jimmy Clewes DVD (there is 3 

in the set and are in the Library), with Jimmy demonstrating his method of turning a bowl and explaining in 

easily understood terms the various grinds of his bowl gouges.  During the viewing, the DVD was paused 

and we discussed issues as those arose.  All in all those who attended enjoyed the afternoon.  We will be 

conducting the second woodturning session on Sunday the 22nd August from 1:00pm.  Bring along your 

bowl gouges and a bowl blank. 

 

On Saturday the 31st July there will be a working bee at the clubrooms from 9:00am.  There are a number of 

projects to be completed so come along and help out. 

 

From my survey of members with military service, so far 11 members have indicated they have served the 

country with a combined total of 122 years service.  Hopefully I will be able to use this information in fu-

ture to gain benefits for the Club. 

 

The issue of parking in the bus stop zone has again risen its head within the Club.  Victorian road laws state 

that you must not park within 20 metres of the approach side of a bus stop and 10 metres within the depar-

ture side.  For the bus stop at the front of the Clubrooms this means members must not park within the fire 

plug marker on the Eaglehawk side and the driveway of the neighbourôs house on the Bendigo side.  Over 

the years we have received a number of complaints regarding this issue.  I hope this is the last time I have 

to raise this issue and that members abide by the road laws. 

 

I encourage members to visit our web site that Mandy Ainsworth has set up for us.  If you would like any-

thing added contact a committee member and we will discuss the issue. 

 

To all those members not in the best of health at the moment, I wish you a speedy recovery. 

 

Jeff Willey 

John Atkinson brought along his fathers medals from World War 

II and other medals war medals from various campaigns in a 

lovely old display case. 

 

Dominic brought along ñThe 1880ôs Processional Regalia of the 

Bendigo Chinese Association which contained images of the 

drum sticks that were made by the Bendigo Woodturners in 1880.  Dominicôs current project is 

turning drumsticks. 

 

John Giles showed the meeting a photo of a motorcycle badge made from hardwood and red gum. 

 

Jeff Willey showed some slides of the last U Turn held by the Central Western Wood Working 

groups.  Some of the turning shown were really fantastic. 



A Woodworkers Poem: 

David 
 

                                By Annette and Janice Nelson 
 

There are two types of wood in the world 

According to my brother, 

Wood you turn or wood you burn, 

There is not any other. 

 

He started with a little lathe 

But needed one much stronger 

He wanted to do bigger work 

So needed one much longer. 

 

And then he needed fancy tools 

To get in crannies and nooks 

So he can make the wondrous things 

Heôs seen in woodwork books. 

 

The wood he turns must be the best 

It must have fine clear grain 

With quilting, burl or knots he likes 

The best he can obtain. 

 

He likes to use the jarrah 

He will not touch mere pine 

Tho' camphor laurel or silky oak 

He thinks they are divine. 
 

 

 

 
He roughly cuts the blocks of wood 

Then seals the ends with wax 

He leaves them sit upon the shelves 

To help prevent the cracks. 

 

He works them with his whirling lathe 

He really makes them spin 

He works them with his chisels 

He makes them paper thin. 

 

He turns out bowls and platters 

He turns out knobs and handles 

He turns out little bottle stops 

And holders for your candles. 

 

And when the lathing work is done 

Its varnish, wax or oil 

To show the beauty of the wood 

The product of his toil. 

 

Willy is a woodworker 

It fills his life with joy 

And to pass on all his knowledge 

He taught his girl and boy 

Thank You 
The meeting thanked Alistair Shanks for the donation of 8 halogen lamps  

Updates from the Various Groups 
Tuesday Morning Group ïHave been busy working on restoring some chairs and rejuvenating 2 Gorden 

Vices to near new condition 

 

Triton Group -  The Hall table is progressing well 

 

Scroll Saw Group -  the Easter raffle project  is making steady progress  

 

Carving Group -  Will be carving chess men for their Easter raffle project 

 

Pyrography Group -  Has been quietly going about their individual projects 

 

Maintenance Group -  The grinding station is now complete except for some draws that still need to be 

made.  Their next task will be to made a mobile stand for the latest lathe that was donated to the club 

 

Woodturning Group -  Have been working on individual projects.  To re invigorate creative turning it was 

decided to set one Saturday afternoon a month for special project that members would like to try but have 

not felt confident to tackle the project on their own. 

 

Slabbing -  Have been kept very busy with offers of timber that the club may be able to use 



Competition Entries/Results 

1 St   Magnetic Toy         John Oakes 

2nd Jewellery Box   Teak, Myrtle, Maple and            

Indonesian Pine     John Giles 

3rd  Laminated Bowl with Tile Insert   Pine, Western 

Red cedar, Acacia      Jim Priest 

Platter   Blackwood       Ed Wilcock 

Monthly Raffle Results 
 1ts:     Ian McLaughlin   Torch    2nd: Peter Krane      Multi Purpose Pliers 

3rd:  John Atkinson         Knife Blanks             4th: Byron Miatke     Screw Driver 

5th:   John Turner            Salt & Pepper Inserts           6th: Jeff Willey        Jar of Screws 



TREES AND THEIR WOOD  # 76    By Ian McLaughlin  

Among all the 900-odd eucalypts there is an unusual group with very long opercula.  The opercu-

lum is the cap of the bud, and this falls off as the bud comes into flower, exposing the anthers.  

The colour of the flower is due entirely to the stamens, usually pale cream or yellow, sometimes 

red.  

 

Back to those long opercula.  They are about three times longer than the opercula of most other 

eucalypts, and enclose the anthers which are held straight inside whereas the anthers of most other 

species are folded in some way. The group displaying this characteristic have been given the 

name, by some researchers, the Cornutae.  The arch-type of this group, not surprisingly, is Euca-

lyptus cornuta, having the common name Yate.  Cornute means óhornedô, and that is exactly what 

these opercula look like.  These horns can be up to 3.5 cm long. 

 

The yate is a small to medium-sized tree, but sometimes having a mallee-like habit, i.e. many 

stems on the one root-stock, when growing in the drier (eastern) end of its range.  Its range is from 

the east coast of southern Western Australia to near Esperance, within about 50 km of the coast.  

This is yateôs entire natural range. 

 

As a single stemmed tree yate grows to a height of about 25 metres with a diameter of 0.8 metres. 

It has a fairly dense crown and is heavily branched. It has thick rough bark to the large branches 

and glossy green leaves each side of the leaf the same colour. 

 

The Wood    In spite of not being an ideal timber tree, it has been extensively logged.  It has the 

reputation of being one of the hardest and strongest woods of the world.  It can weigh, dry, up to 

1100kg/m³. 

 

The wood is pale grey to yellow-brown with interlocked grain.  It was sought by wheelwrights, but 

now has very little demand, and very small availability.  Not suitable for most craftwork unless 

you want a very dense wood. 

 

Another use, not related to wood, is as a road-side planting on eastern-stateôs highways. 

FOR SALE 
 

Glentanner  Pedestal  Drill Model CH16N 16 Speed ¾ HP Motor Chuck capacity 5/8'' 

$150.00 
(This Pedestal Drill is now excess  to the club's requirements a/c upgraded workshop replacement) 

Contact Bob Trigg 54478048, or Malcolm Hill 54496477 
 

 

ñFREEò  
 

Wooden Table 155mm x 940mm x760mm high 

This table is now excess to the club's requirements 

 

Contact Bob Trigg 54478048, or Malcolm Hill 54496477 

 

FOR SALE 
 

The club has turning blanks and slabs for sale    contact Ian Buntin  



The Sheep and Wool Show 

 
It was a really cold weekend but there was keen interest in the club and its various aspects of wood 

work.  Sales were also quite strong.  So despite the chilly weather where everyone was trying dif-

ferent methods of keeping warm it was a terrific few days. 

 

Thank you to all those  members who came along and gave their time to make this a great success 

for the club. 

The Sales team trying to keep warm 

The scroll saw demonstration took a coffee break to 

warm up 

Some of the many items for sale 

Danny doing a turning demonstration  - he was making a bowl out of 100 + year old teak that came from an old  

red rattler train carriage.   


